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October 4, 2026 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are glad to be gathered with you. If you are visiting with us for the      
first time, please ask an usher to answer any questions you may have.    
Cameras are in use for livestreaming the worship service. 

The altar flowers are given by the Nicholas family to the glory of God.  The 
prelude is "Miracle" by Jesus Culture. 

8:30 a.m. 
Assisting Minister — Jeff Livingston 
Acolyte — Makayla Varela 
Greeters — Bonnie & Frank Stanski 
Ushers — Gerry Dehkes & Joe Iannacone 
Altar Guild — Bonnie Stanski 
 

Opening Hymn  “Word of God Come Down to Earth” ELW 510 
Hymn of the Day “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  ELW 512 (sing twice) 
Closing Hymn  “O Word of God Incarnate”  ELW 514 

11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister — Sandy Matsen 
Acolyte — Nate Brokaw 
Greeters — David & Elizabeth Blackwood 
Ushers— John & Wendy Minerowicz 
Altar Guild — Sue Swanson 

 

 

 
 

Scan the QR code to      
make a contribution to 

Zion via Venmo. 

Zion Lutheran Church                       Oldwick, New Jersey                       www.zionoldwick.com 

INCOME 
$276,134 

EXPENSES 
-$268,310 

DIFFERENCE 
$7,824 

Calling all crafters and even those not so crafty!  Please join us at the 
CEB on Saturday, October 10th, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. as BeĴy Lanka 
leads us in  creating a beautiful beaded ornament gift for one of this 
year’s Alternative Giving charities.  We promise good fellowship and fun 
as we learn together! 

Zion's Social Ministry commiĴee is hosting an Animal Shelter Helpers Drive, 
sponsored by Jersey Cares.   Donations can be left in the entryway at the CEB 
any time between now and October 31st.  Please see the September newsleĴer 
for the list of accepted items. 

Come join the choir!  Zion’s Parish Choir and Handbell Choir 
are looking for more folks to join them.  If you would like to 
learn more about these opportunities, please speak to BJ or 
send him an email at music@zionoldwick.com 

At this morning’s 11 a.m. service, please join us in welcoming new members 
Chris & Arden Martin and their children Jesse and Eve.  Light refreshments 
and an opportunity to greet the family will take place following worship. 

The Women of Zion will be having their annual Thanksgiving Dinner   
Celebration on Wednesday November 11th at 6:30 p.m. at the CEB. All 
women are welcome, including family members and friends. Please use   
the sign-up link emailed from the Parish Office to RSVP and indicate if you 
can bring a dish. 

 

Halloween Hospitality 

October 31st 
5p.m.—8 p.m. 



First Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  
1 God spoke all these words, 

  2 “I am the Lќџё your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other 
gods before me.  4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on 
the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lќџё your God, for 
the Lќџё will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
  12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lќџё your God is giving you. 
  13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
  18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were 
afraid and trembled and stood at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let God speak to 
us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon 
you so that you do not sin.” 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody: Psalm 19 (read responsively) 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 
4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uĴermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning  
    heat.  
7 The teaching of the Lќџё is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the Lќџё is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lќџё are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the Lќџё is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lќџё is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lќџё are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and  
    innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lќџё, my strength and my                
    redeemer.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the powȬ
er of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may aĴain the resurrecȬ
tion from the dead. 
 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has 
laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgeĴing 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel: MaĴhew 21:33-46 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, 
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruits. 44

 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They 
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 


