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Good News from Zion 

February 2026 

Connecting People with God’s Grace 

 

A Message from Pastor Kat 

Where is God? 

Where is God? It’s a question we all ask at some point in our life. We may ask this question when we are witnessing an atrocity 
on the news and wonder how God could allow such things to happen. We may ask this question when we receive a serious 
diagnosis of illness or experience the death of a loved one. We may ask this question again and again when our life circum-
stances seem to be consistently working against our ability to thrive and enjoy life.  

Where is God? Many living in Jesus’ time would have asked the same question, suffering as they were under the oppression of 
the Roman Empire. On Transfiguration of Our Lord, we celebrate God revealed in Jesus on a mountaintop to a few of his cho-
sen disciples. Where is God? God is in the person of Jesus, who like Elijah works God’s miracles for the outsiders and the least. 
God is in the person of Jesus, who like Moses sheds new light on God’s teachings for God’s people. In Jesus, God comes down 
to be right in our midst: to live beside us and, even more, to grant us salvation. 

On the Cross 

Peter, James, and John witnessed with their own eyes and ears that Jesus is God’s Son, both fully human and fully divine. They 
expected Jesus, as God’s anointed chosen one, to free them from the tyranny of Rome and make all of their earthly problems 
go away. Yet we know that the freedom Jesus offers is larger than earthly freedom – it is freedom from sin and death. On the 
cross, Jesus does the unexpected and conquers not Rome but death itself.  

As we prepare for the Transfiguration of Our Lord and the beginning of Lent, I pray God’s presence will be made known to you 
in your brothers and sisters in Christ at Zion as well as in the Word and in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Here is 
Christ. For you.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Kat  

 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Start your Lenten season with a reminder about who we are as a people    
made from the dust of the earth as we gather at Zion for the Ecumenical       

Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m. on February 18th. 
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A Year of Growing in Faith 
Chapter Two  
 
Join Pastor Kat in the season of Lent for the second chapter of 
"A Year of Growing in Faith." We will explore the entire sweep of 
scripture - from creation to new creation - in the stories tradition-
ally heard during Easter Vigil, a worship service celebrated Satur-
day evening the day before Easter morning. 
  
Classes will be held virtually on Thursdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
The first class of chapter two will be on Thursday, February 26th. 
Please sign up via the link that was emailed from the Parish 
Office. 
  
All are welcome to attend! Didn't attend the first chapter? Not a 
problem! Feel free to jump in for the Lenten portion of this year-
long program.  

Church Council Highlights  

The Church Council met on January 15th.  Highlights from that meeting are below.   
 

· Christmas Eve services had a combined 250 worshipers. 
· The Ecumenical Ash Wednesday service will be held at Zion on February 18th at 7 p.m. 
· December income was high and Zion ended the year at $11,563.49 in the black. 
· The projected budget for 2026 shows an expected deficit of $726.   
· Pastor Kat’s “A Year of Growing in Faith” program kicked off on January 15th.  Chapter one will conclude on February 12th.  

Chapter two sessions will begin on February 26th. 
· To help fund the Feed My Starving Children MobilePack event in March, the council approved the use of the Kay Beagle 

Bequest ($10,000).  An additional $5,000 will be taken from this year’s Endowment Fund earnings. 
· The Director of Music search committee has been hard at work.  Panel interviews were completed with four candidates, 

two of whom were recommended by the committee for advancement in the process.  Each one had a one-on-one conver-
sation with Pastor Kat and the next step is an audition.  The committee plans to present their recommended candidate to 
the council at their February 19th regular meeting. 

· The council retreat will be held on January 30th-31st. 
· The Tewksbury Library has requested use of CEB space during their 2026 renovations.  Council will make a decision after 

obtaining more information about their insurance coverage and planned hours of operation. 
 

Thank you to: 
* Judith Bowen, Cait O’Neill, and Arianna Reale for joining the council this year. 
* The Parish Choir, Bell Choir, and Worship & Music committee for their leadership and support of Christmas Eve 

services.  Between the two services, over 250 worshipers attended. 
* Judy Formalarie for preaching on December 28th. 
* Pastor Kathleen Harris for preaching and presiding on January 11th. 
* Pastor Ingrid Wengert for providing pastoral care coverage while Pastor Kat was away 1/11-1/15. 
* Tom Held for serving as Zion’s emergency contact while Pastor Kat was away 1/11-1/15. 
* Bonnie Stanski for her leadership of the Birthday Kits service project completed by the Sunday School students. 

 
The next meeting of the Church Council is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 19th.  Meetings are open to all.  If you 
would like to attend an upcoming meeting, please let the Parish Office know and we will send you the link to join. 
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In the month of January, we transitioned to a faith formation theme of GOD’S FAMILY! On Sunday, January 4, students of all 
ages gathered in the Great Room for a baptism themed All-School Event. Together we learned that baptism is an important re-
minder of our place in God’s family! We also explored the idea of being washed clean by making homemade sugar scrubs and 
cleaning solutions. We even decorated beautiful shells as a reminder of the symbolism of the day. We were blessed by the crea-
tivity and leadership of Linda Held during this event as she planned, prepared, and facilitated a wonderful morning of learning 
and growing in faith!  

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, January 11, students of all ages again gathered in the Great Room for this month’s service project. We started our 
morning by talking about celebrations. We paid particular attention to the kinds of celebrations that often happen in families - 
like birthday celebrations! For our service project, we worked together to support other members of God’s family who might 
struggle to provide those kinds of celebrations for their children. Together we packed up 12 birthday kits for the clients of Open 
Cupboard food pantry that included all of the ingredients for a birthday cake as well as candles, birthday decorations, plates, 
noisemakers, and party hats! Each kit was contained inside a disposable cake tin, providing a family with everything they need 
to celebrate a child’s birthday. Many thanks to Bonnie Stanski who brought the idea to our attention, provided much of the con-
tent for the kits, and delivered them to Open Cupboard!  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead to February, we will continue on to the theme of God’s Light. While we will not have an All-School Event in Feb-
ruary (there will instead be a single worship service on February 1st followed by the annual congregational meeting), there will 
be a service project on February 8th. We will talk about sharing God’s light with others as we decorate luminaria bags for the 
Clinton Township School District’s annual Relay for Life.  

On Sunday, February 15th, students, families, and mentors will be invited to stay after the 11 o’clock worship service for a pizza 
lunch at the CEB. After lunch we will carpool to Bowlero Green Brook for our annual bowling trip!  

Youth & Family Ministry at Zion 

by Jaime VanNostrand 
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Ink Cartridge Recycling 

Please bring your empty ink cartridges to the CEB or the narthex to be recycled.  Zion participates in the     
Staples rebate program and we receive $2 credit for every cartridge.  Thank you! 

News from the Evangelism Committee 

The Evangelism committee met on January 12th to review our 2025 activities and discuss upcoming 
events for this year. 

     
Candlelight Mindful Meditation sessions will start on February 24th at 7:00 in the church. If 
you have never tried meditation, we would encourage you to come and see what it's all about. Benefits from medita-
tion include stress reduction, improved sleep, better focus, and emotional balance. Sessions will last about 1 hour 
and will run weekly on Tuesdays until March 31st. 
 

Our next meeting will be on February 10th at the CEB if you would like to join our committee or help out with any of our 
events. 

Lunch Bunch — February 12th 
Zion’s lively group of retirees meets for lunch on the second Thursday of each month.  On February 12th we 
will gather at Brasserie 513 in Califon at 12 p.m.  Please see the sign-up link emailed from the Parish Office to 
reserve your place at the table. 

Annual Coffee Drive for Faith Kitchen 

A Zion tradition continues!  Join us in supporting our friends at Faith Kitchen.  Faith Kitchen serves 90+ meals 
each day and their patrons LOVE coffee!   Please drop off your cans of coffee (no K-cups, please) at the CEB or 
church no later than February 28th.  Thank you for your support of Faith Kitchen. 

                                 P.S. If you find a sale on coffee, please share the information in the Zion Friends and Family Facebook group! 

Youth & Family Bowling Trip — February 15th 

On the afternoon of Sunday, February 15th, parents, kids, and mentors are invited to share a pizza lunch at the 
CEB before heading out to the Bowlero bowling alley in Green Brook for an afternoon of fun and fellowship!  

The cost of the event is $20 per person and it includes access to bowling lanes, bowling shoes, unlimited soft drinks, and an 
arcade card. Asking our families to cover their costs helps us continue to offer this event. However, if cost is a concern for your 
family, please don’t hesitate to let Jaime know. Zion is committed to making this trip accessible to anyone who wants to go!  

Please sign up at the link emailed from the Parish Office no later than Wednesday, February 11th so that we can finalize our 
rental arrangements with Bowlero. Hope to see you there!   

Faith-Sharing Workshop — February 15th (change of date) 

Are you comfortable sharing your faith with others? Conversations: A Simple Approach to Sharing  
the Gospel is a personal witnessing training course being sponsored by the Evangelism  committee.  
Through this session, participants will discover the simplicity of the Gospel and learn practical ways 

to share their faith with confidence.   

Join us at the CEB on Sunday,  February 15th, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  If you would like to participate, please contact the Parish 
Office to sign up. 
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Faith Kitchen Update 
Happy New Year from Faith Kitchen! Our experienced group from Zion had much to celebrate. 
Most importantly, Audrey Ruland was back working with the team! Joining her was Christine 
Clark, John McAleer, Cindy Rupprecht, Bonnie Stanski, and Barb Surhoff.  We were able to pro-
vide a delicious meal of taco soup, cornbread, salad, and a banana to 35 guests and an additional 
40 takeout meals. We also had time to take a break and were blessed with Audrey’s apple cake 
and Jann McAleer’s cinnamon coffee cake. Thank you, ladies!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 17th, Saturday's Faith Kitchen crew of Jodi Ennis, Kathryn Koch, John McAleer, Cindy Rupprecht, and Helen Living-
ston spent a very snowy Saturday preparing a "comfort food" meal of chicken vegetable rice soup, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
fruit cup, and cookies for 28 sit-down guests and 45 takeout meals. Our guests were very thankful for the warm meal.  Thank 
you to our Zion family for supporting this much needed ministry!  

Open Cupboard Food Pantry 
 

The Social Ministry committee continues to collect canned goods and Shop Rite gift cards for the           
Open Cupboard Food Pantry.  Please support our neighbors in need by donating. 

Feed My Starving Children — March 6th & 7th 

Zion will host a Feed My Starving Children MobilePack event on March 6th and 7th.  The link to 
register for meal packing was emailed from the Parish Office.  Please contact the office if you 
did not receive the link.   

Many hands will be needed to host this event, as we expect over 400 people to come through 
our doors over two days.  If you can help with check-in, set-up, or clean-up, please sign up via 
the “hosting FMSC” link that was emailed from the Parish Office. 


