Good News from Zion

Connecting People with God’s Grace

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OLDWICK, NJ + SINCE 1714 November 2025

A Message from Pastor Kat

A New Kind of King

In November, we come to the end of the longest season of the church year. The Season After Pentecost, which started in early
June, concludes on Sunday, November 23™. On this day, we celebrate a festival known as Christ the King. We remember our
king, Jesus, who spent his life and ministry tending to the overlooked and outcast and who walked to his death carrying the
cross: a sign of shame and defeat.

Christ, our king, does not rule with power and might but with tenderness and humility. His final choice and act represent a firm
rejection of violence. Instead of striking back, Jesus surrenders his own life, a gesture of mercy that embodies his teaching of
loving even one’s enemies. In spite of injustice, Jesus remains compassionate. And while his death looks like defeat, we know
the story ends with a truly powerful victory embodied in his resurrection.

The way of Christ stands at odds with so much of our culture of grandstanding, competition, and even violence. What would
mercy to our enemies look like? How do we remain compassionate to those who strain our very last nerve? Truly, it is only pos-
sible with God’s help!

A New Liturgical Year

As we remember Jesus, a new kind of king, we also look ahead to a new liturgical year. The church year starts with the season
of Advent, which this year begins on Sunday, November 30™. A new year means the main gospel readings will change from the
gospel of Luke to the gospel of Matthew. It also means that we look to Christ’s coming - as judge of the living and the dead

and as an infant born in a manger.

As we stand at this crossroads of endings and beginnings, | pray you feel held secure in God’s care. How comforting to know
that God accompanies us through every transition and change of life, offering us grace upon grace and yet another opportuni-
ty to start anew!

In Christ,
Pastor Kat

Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving

All are invited to the Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving
being held on November 25th at 7 p.m. at Whitehouse United Methodist Church.




Church Council Highlights

The Church Council met on September 18th and October 16th. Highlights from both meetings are C[—IURC[—I

below. COUNCIL

e  Four students were approved for confirmation — Madisyn Colasurdo, Jade DiCriscio, Daniel Melick, and Natalie Ronaldo.

e The Finance committee presented the council with a first draft of the proposed 2026 budget.

e Council approved a donation of $1,500 from the Endowment Mission Outreach Fund to the Good News Home for Women,
to be added to the funds raised at the 5K.

e Council approved a donation of $500 from the Endowment Mission Outreach Fund to SAFE in Hunterdon

e The Giving Tree and Alternative Giving opportunities will begin on November 9th.

e The Nominating committee is looking for three members to join the 2026 council— two 2-year terms and one 1-year term
are open.

e Sunday School attendance has been averaging 25-35 kids per week.

e Tree workin the CEB parking lot is expected to begin in November.

e Alternative Giving and the Giving Tree will roll out on November gth. The Giving Tree will support the clients of SAFE in
Hunterdon this year rather than Family Promise.

e Asearch committee for Zion’s new Director of Music is being formed that will be comprised of members from the Parish
Choir, Bell Choir, Worship & Music Committee, and Council. The 2024 job description will be used.

Thank you to:

Paul Batkowski, Gerry Dehkes, Lou DiCriscio, and Cindy Rupprecht for serving as aides for the confirmation class.
Tom Held for volunteering to serve as Council Vice President through December 31st.

Jenny Heeman for volunteering to serve as Worship & Music chairperson through December 31st.

Leah Wintemute & Kaity Costello for assisting with the Parish Choir.

Sandy Matsen for her leadership of the Stewardship all-school Sunday School event.

Helen Livingston for sharing the Alternative Giving ministry with the Sunday School students and providing the
ornament-decorating service project for them.
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The next meeting of the Church Council is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 20th. Meetings are open to all. If you
would like to attend an upcoming meeting, please let the Parish Office know and we will send you the link to join.

Congratulations to Zion’s Confirmands K
e

On October 26th, four of Zion’s young people confessed their faith and become adult members of the
congregation. Please join us in welcoming Madisyn Colasurdo, Jade DiCriscio, Daniel Melick, and Natalie

Ronaldo. éj
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Youth & Family Ministry at Zion

by Jaime VanNostrand

During the month of October, Youth and Family ministry at Zion has focused on COMMUNITY as our faith formation theme.
We’ve explored this theme in our learning, our service, our fellowship, and even in the songs we sing as we gather each week!

On Sunday, October 5, Sandy Matsen led a Stewardship themed All School Event for kids of all ages during which students
learned more about what it means to use one’s time, talents, and resources to support one’s community.

On the 12th, Helen Livingston introduced our children and youth to
Zion’s Alternative Giving ministry and, more specifically, to one of this
year’s charities, the Popcorn Animal Shelter. Students then decorated
the animal ornaments that will be offered in exchange for a donation to
the Popcorn Zoo. The kids had a great time, and the ornaments look
great! Keep an eye out for their work when Alternative Giving kicks
off this month!

g4 On the 19th we had our fist seasonal social of
% the program year. Eight adults and five kids
gathered for a pizza lunch at the CEB and then
4 carpooled to the High Bridge trailhead of the
Columbia Trail. It was a beautiful time of fel-

4 On October 26th we celebrated the young people of our congregation as four
of them were confirmed and many others participated in various roles of wor-
ship leadership.

There is also much to look forward to in the month ahead! On Sunday, November 2, students of all

ages will be invited to participate in an All Saints themed All School Evets where they will learn about
the Saints of Zion and explore the idea that they too are saints of the church! On Sunday, November
9th, students of all ages will gather once again, this time to honor the service of members of the United
States military - both veterans and folks who are still serving. On Sunday, November 23, the new mentee cohort will be paired
with their mentors and together the group will back up the supplied for Thanksgiving meals that will then be donated to a min-
istry partner that supports local families in need. Come be a part of all the good things that are happening in Zion’s Youth and
Family ministries!




Upcoming New Members Class — November 2nd

The Evangelism committee will be hosting a New Members Class at the CEB on November 2nd at 9:45
a.m. On November 23rd, the Zion community will have an opportunity to welcome and greet these
new members and their families. Please be sure to introduce yourself as these new friends join our
Zion family!

= ! Visit to BAPS Akshardham in Robbinsville — November 8th

On Saturday, November 8th, the Parish Life committee is sponsoring a trip to BAPS Swaminarayan
Akshardham, the Hindu temple in Robbinsville, NJ. All are invited to carpool from the CEB (meet at 9:30
a.m.) or meet at the location at 10:45 a.m. The tour begins at 11 a.m. Lunch can be purchased at the in-

gl house café, should you choose to stay after the tour.

Please sign up via the link emailed from the Parish Office, no later than November 3rd. To learn more about the Akshardham,
including the dress code for visitors, please visit usa.akshardham.org. Please do NOT make a reservation through the Akshard-
ham website — we will make a group reservation.

Women of Zion Thanksgiving Dinner — November 12th

The Women of Zion will be having their annual Thanksgiving dinner celebration on Wednesday, November
12th at 6:30 p.m. at the CEB. All women are welcome, including family members and friends. Please use the
sign-up link emailed from the Parish Office to RSVP and let us know what you will bring for the meal. You
can also respond by calling the Parish Office at 908-439-2040 or Barb Surhoff at 908-303-7442.

v |, Lunch Bunch — November 13th

- rd

- Zion’s lively group of retirees meets for lunch on the second Thursday of each month. On November 13th we
will gather at Delicious Heights in Bedminster at 12 p.m. Please see the sign-up link emailed from the Parish
Office to reserve your place at the table.

Greening of the Church — December 6th

All are invited to come help the Worship & Music committee with the greening of the church on
December 6th at 1 p.m., as we prepare for Christmastime worship services. Christmas treats will be
provided:!

Advent Parish Night — December 7th

Join friends from Zion at the CEB at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 7th for Advent Parish Night. We
will enjoy crafts, caroling, and refreshments as we celebrate the season together! Please sign up via
the link that was emailed from the Parish Office. If you are available to help with this event, please
contact Cindy Rupprecht at cindyrupprecht@gmail.com.

Women of Zion Cookie Exchange — December 10th

Come join us as we wait with anticipation for Christmas. Plan to attend the Advent Midweek 4
Gathering led by Pastor Kat at 6:30 p.m. in the CEB Conference Room, and then come down to @ w
the Great Room at 7:30 p.m. for a time for fellowship. After we sample the wares, we will prepare

Christmas cookie boxes to share with Zion shut-ins and our friends. All are welcome. Please bring two
dozen cookies for the festivities! And sign up via the link emailed from the Parish Office.



Alternative Giving Begins November 9th

It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner! Time to start thinking about all those
hard to shop for people on your Christmas list. How many times do they tell you “I don’t need any-

thing for Christmas’? This year, why not donate to a charity they might find meaningful.  Alterna-
tive Giving is a way you can “gift” a friend or loved one and also do some good in the world. Gifts will be available for purchase at
the CEB beginning November gth. Here are the four charities for 2025, selected by the Social Ministry committee.

$10 - Popcorn Park Animal Refuge

All manner of animals are assured of a lifetime of all-encompassing care and genuine affection at the Popcorn Park
Animal Refuge, located in Forked River, NJ. Each of the 200 animal rescue stories are unique, however most were in
need of a safe haven from a dangerous or life-threatening situation. For the past 48 years, the seven-acre refuge has

functioned under the auspices of the Associated Humane Societies. The animals receive specialized veterinary care,
enrichment activities, socialization with visitors, and the companionship of caregivers. Visitors will meet a variety of animals, includ-
ing farm animals, tigers, lions, wildlife, monkeys, reptiles and two bears - sisters Bonnie and Maryann. As a nonprofit organization, the
refuge welcomes donations in a variety of ways: through membership in the Zoological Society, by making purchases for the benefit
of the refuge of items on their wish list and for foods specific to each breed, such as monkey munchies. The Wildlife Club enables a
family to sponsor an animal and learn its’ name, age and profile called My Story. More information can be found at
www.AHScares.org/popcorn-park.

$15 - Harbor of Hope
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For those seeking a welcoming homelike setting where compassion and camaraderie prevail, for those who are
healing from trauma (as domestic violence, sexual abuse or divorce), for those who are immigrants, and for those
who identify as LGBTQIA+, Harbor of Hope offers a safe and supportive space in Flemington, NJ. Their programs
encompass services for all ages, from playgroups for children to teen homework helpers to adults enjoying the =
meditation room. The Giving Room provides nonperishable food, toiletries, and basic needs. A twice-monthly support group guides
women navigating the family court system. Together with a community liaison, Harbor of Hope advises immigrants as they move
through the immigration process. In addition to providing in-house activities, the staff sponsors ongoing community events such as
the weekly “Come Learn English!” classes. More information can be found at www.harborsofhopenj.org.

$20 - Patrick’s Pals

PC\IS Parents of children with multiple disabilities have unique challenges in striving to provide the best adaptive
Giving « Loving « Caring

equipment and therapies to improve their children’s quality of life, physical well-being and day-to-day func-
tioning. Upon receiving a denial from their insurance company, some parents find the costs involved to be prohibitive. Patrick’s Pals
Foundation recognizes that these parents need life-changing solutions for their children and young adults and fortunately has an im-
pressive expertise in adaptive equipment and therapies. Hippotherapy, specialized wheelchairs and communication boards are
three examples, plus there are other innovative methods to accommodate the unique needs of special needs children. The founda-
tion provides technology grants to upgrade communication devices in specialized schools, and partners with hospitals treating multi-
ply-disabled children. More information can be found at www.patricks-pals.com.

$25 - ELCA Good Gifts - Safe Water Program

Lives are transformed when water becomes clean and safe. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) éfl?:%ré ..
recognizes 2.2 billion people worldwide do not have access to safely managed drinking water and sanitation. Con-

taminated water results in life-threatening waterborne diseases, such as cholera, diarrhea, dysentery, hepatitis H, typhoid, and polio.
A child dies every 90 seconds from disease. Women and girls spend up to six hours a day fetching water. Families struggle with eco-
nomic hardships. The ELCA Safe Water Project utilizes a spring box which taps into underground spring water and protects it from
the contamination of surface run off and animal intrusions. With clean water, families are healthier, mothers can work, girls go to
school, and family income increases because of healthier crops and less money spent on medicine. More information can be found at

www.ELCA.org/good gifts (safe water access).



The Giving Tree

The Social Ministry committee is sponsoring the Giving Tree this year in partnership with SAFE in Hunterdon.
This organization provides hope and support for survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

In lieu of wrapped Christmas gifts, we will be donating gift cards that can be used by SAFE’s clients to provide
for their basic needs. Please choose an ornament from the tree at the church or CEB and deliver your gift
card to the box next to the tree no later than December 14™. To learn more about SAFE in Hunterdon, please
visit their website at www.safeinhunterdon.org.

Open Cupboard Food Pantry

Did you know that Open Cupboard accepts donations of clothing and household items? These may be
dropped off at the Thrift Shop in the Greyrock Plaza in Clinton. The items are sold at the thrift shop and
proceeds are used to purchase food items for the pantry.

Current items needed: cereal (sweetened & unsweetened), canned fruit, baked beans, canned soup,
paper towels, toilet paper, shampoo & conditioner, body wash/soap. ShopRite Gift Cards are always welcome!

Faith Kitchen Update vAIT &

The October 2nd Faith Kitchen crew of John McAleer, Tom & Rita Groendyke, John & Wendy
Minerowicz, Christine Clark, and Bonnie Stanski served 40 plates and 70 take out meals. A hearty

meal of chicken drumsticks, Mexican rice, green salad and a banana was appreciated by all! KITCHEN

On October 18th, Zion’s Faith Kitchen volunteers of John McAleer, Ken & Liz Degen, and Jeff & Helen Livingston prepared a
meal of BBQ chicken drumsticks, Mexican rice and beans, salad, and a banana for 50 dine-in guests and 72 take out meals.
We received many compliments and thank you's for the meal. Thank you Zion for your continued support of this ministry!




Current 2025 Giving: A Summary

For the year 2025, we were blessed to have 55 families who made a pledge last fall. Of these, 38 families 7
have met or exceeded their pledge as of this writing. Thank you! >
STEWARDSHIP
Are you unsure about where you are in meeting your 2025 pledge or in your annual giving? You can check COMMITTEE
your third quarter statement recently distributed from the Parish Office. You can also send an email to

our Financial Secretary, John Rustwick, at jrustwick@gmail.com.

From those who did not submit a pledge for 2025, we have received an additional $61,782, from both members and visitors.
Thank you! This puts our total 2025 giving at $316,795, or 105% of what we were expecting at the beginning of the year to have

at this time. This is good news! We're exceeding expectations!

Below is a visual breakdown of giving for those who appreciate numbers.

Vs Expected
EXPECTED PLEDGE $ 226,905 ACTUAL $ 255,014 112.4%
EXPECTED OTHER $ 73,620 ACTUAL $ 61,782 83.9%
EXPECTED TOTAL $ 300,525 ACTUAL $ 316,795 105.4%

Dreams Become Reality Through Our Gifts!

The 2026 commitment season began on October 19th. To date, we have received 32 pledges totaling 219,060. The act of
stewardship is everything you do after you say, “I believe.” We would like to hear from every family on how you can financially
support our ministries in 2026. If you have not already done so, please return your pledge card as soon as possible. Thank you.

Endowment Fund News

The final Endowment Sunday for 2025 will be on All Saints Sunday, November 2nd.

There was $26,814 from Endowment Fund earnings available for ministry opportunities in 2025. This is de-
termined by taking 3% of a 3-year average of the fund. The Church Council is open to suggestions on ways

to use the funds to support our ministries. YTD $1,500 has been donated to the NJ Synod Compensation
Aid Fund, $4,425 to Feed My Starving Children, $2,000 to Operation Christmas Child, $5,000 to Lutheran Disaster Response,
$1,000 to the Good News Home, $250 to Clinton Township’s Relay for Life, $1,500 to the House Next Door Pastors Retreat,
$420 for Candlelight Meditation Leadership, $2,500 to the Open Cupboard Food Pantry, $2,000 for Thanksgiving meals for
Harvest Family Success Center clients, $1,000 to the Good News Home for Women, and $500 to SAFE in Hunterdon, leaving a
current balance of $4,219 available to support 2025 ministries.

Please consider giving to the Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund on November 2nd to celebrate All Saints Sunday or to
commemorate a significant milestone in your family’s church life such as a baptism, confirmation, or wedding. Please keep in
mind that the Endowment Fund only grows with contributions from members and friends of Zion -- those who share the vision
of not only a living memorial for loved ones, but also recognize that upon maturity, the fund will provide significant monetary
grants for many new mission-oriented programs ... forever.

Envelopes marked “Endowment Fund” will be available in the church on November 2nd. If you are worshiping virtually, please
consider mailing a check marked “Endowment” to the Parish Office.

Please contact any member of the Endowment Committee (Mike Donnelly, Ted Jermansen and Rick Schroeder) if you have any
questions.




From the Evangelism Committee

~ CONVERSATIONS.

A SIMPLE APPROACH TO

B SHARING THe GOSPEL|

Would you share your faith in Christ with others?

Do you want to be more confident
in defending your faith?

Come and benefit from those who
share their faith with others regularly.

WHO: Gideons International

WHERE: Zion Lutheran Church

WHEN: January 25, 2026 at 1 p.m.—5 p.m.
FOR: All followers of Jesus Christ

RSVP by January 9th
to David Blackwood at 908-328-1289.
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