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Good News From Zion 

January 2020 

Connecting People with God’s Grace... 

 

 

A Message from Pastor May 

Thank you for your prayerful support of me as your pastor this year. I deeply appreciate your prayers and your 
kind remembrances. You are and will be a blessing! As the days now begin to lengthen, so may the light of Christ 
shine forth brightly in the new year. The Epiphany season is all about how God is made known to us. 
 
As 2019 draws to a close and the new year begins, we are given opportunity to reflect upon the new beginning 
that God offers to us in our Baptism. One very special way to do this is by joining together in worship. Our Janu-
ary 5th and 12th worship services will celebrate God’s presence with us throughout this year and draw upon 
God’s healing power to restore wholeness to us in body, mind and spirit. The readings show powerful images of 
God’s presence with us through Christ the Word to make all things new. In Baptism we are marked with the 
cross of Christ. Let us come and rejoice! Start the new year off with a renewed commitment to be God’s Church 
together. 
 
The new year brings an emphasis on the ways in which God is present among us. The Epiphany of God challeng-
es us to be a more visible presence in our community. We are called to be more than just that picturesque white 
church in Oldwick. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14) As Christ’s Church we go forth from worship in Oldwick to complete 
our calling, our work. You are the face of Christ for our neighbors. If you are not here, that witness is diminished. 
If you do not then take that light with you, that witness is diminished. 
 
In 2020, make this community of faith – Zion – a priority for your life. When you are here, the entire congrega-
tion is enhanced. Some really great things will happen as we gather. I am especially excited as we have some 
incredible leadership in place - leaders who are taking seriously our call as witnesses to God’s love. Take oppor-
tunity to give input to your Congregation Council members and to all of our ministry planning teams and com-
mittees.  
 
God’s blessings to you in the coming year! 
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November Council Highlights  

Please see below for highlights of the November meeting.  The Congregation Council will meet 
next on December 19, 2019.  This newsletter went to press on December 17, so the highlights of 
the December meeting will appear in the February newsletter.  

• Courtney Rzeplinski, Director of Youth & Family Ministries, submitted her letter of resignation to the Council, effective 
December 1.  Courtney has taken a position at Bound Brook Presbyterian Church as Director of Christian Education.  

• Major expenses in the last month were replacing the elevator cable and addressing the issues with the sewer.  Despite 
these unforeseen expenses, the financial prognosis for 2019 is good. 

• Finance committee chair Rick Schroeder presented a preliminary 2020 budget to the Council.  He noted that the Capital 
Reserve has been depleted.  The recommendation is to sweep the $1,000/month previously used for mortgage payments 
back into the Capital Reserve, as the CEB mortgage has been paid off. 

• A list of homebound/ill members will be available beginning December 1 for anyone wishing to send Christmas cards to 
those on the list.  Plans are being made to deliver Christmas poinsettias to these same members. 

• The 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service will be held at the church this year, rather than the CEB. 

• Over 100 coats were collected by the Social Ministry committee during their October coat drive. 

• Pastor May presented a draft Employee Manual as well as draft position descriptions for all Zion staff.  The Council re-
viewed the documents and edits were made.  All documents were approved as amended. 

• Remaining Endowment Fund earnings for 2019 were distributed to the following organizations: Good News Home for 
Women, Flemington Area Food Pantry, Open Cupboard Food Pantry, Heart for Africa, and the NJ Synod Mission Fund. 

• A Q&A session for the 2020 budget will be held at 9:45 a.m. on January 19 at the CEB.  All are welcome. 

• The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place at 11 a.m. on February 9, immediately following Second Sunday 
Single Service. 

 
Thank you to Kristina Maiwaldt for delivering the coat collection, and to Shellie Evers for coordinating the Military Recognition 
Sunday activities as well as the care packages. 

 

The January meeting of the Congregation Council will be on Thursday, January 16.  Meetings are open for all to attend. 

Coming this Summer! 

A new and unique opportunity is happening in summer 2020. Together we will Serve Boldly in the city of 
Philadelphia. This is a joint project of our Youth and Social Ministry teams. Here are some details that will 
help you get excited and committed to this life-changing ministry: 

• Housing and meals are provided. More info to follow. 

• We will share ministry with some proven best partners already in ministry daily in Philadelphia. 

• There are opportunities each day for serving, for fun, and for adventure. Can you say, “cheesesteak”? 

• Serve Bolding discipleship guides will help make every day a great day. 

• We can take up to 25 youth and adults. Make sure you sign up early. 

• This is an opportunity for youth and adults to work together in ministry. 

• The dates are June 28 - July 3, 2020. 

There will also be time for some sightseeing fun, including a Phillies game, the Liberty Bell, and the Reading Terminal Mar-
ket.  We may even run up the stairs of the Art Museum and do our best Rocky impersonations. 

This is a serving event that will change your life. Get ready! 
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Update from Zion’s Sunday School 
 

Paper Bag Christmas Pageant—Thanks to all who participated December 8th during Second 
Sunday Single Service.  It was fun to see our Sunday School families as stable animals, stars, 
shepherds, angels and of course Mary and Joseph!  Overheard—“there are more members 
around the altar than left in the pews.”  For those attending, we hope you heard the familiar 
story in a new way. 

Sunday School—The Christmas curriculum rotation began December 15  and will end on      
January 5.  Seen on December 15—third and fourth graders watching through the oven window as their shrinky-dink orna-
ments shrunk!  There was also baking and games going on.  There is no Sunday School or Confirmation Class on December 29. 

Teachers—We recruit teachers and shepherds for each 3-week unit of our Sunday School curriculum.  The next unit begins 
January 19 and ends February 2.  The theme is Jesus Feeds 5000.  Teachers choose either Art, Bible Skills and Games, Science, 
Drama, Cooking or Music, and use the same material, with age variations, for all three weeks.  Shepherds stay with each class 
(K-2nd grade, grades 3 & 4 or grades 5&6) and follow them each week through the three rotations.  If your and your children’s 
schedule allows you to help as either a teacher or shepherd, please let Alex Kunish (alexandrakunish@gmail.com) know.  She 
is doing the recruiting through the spring. 

Thank you! 

Zion’s Sunday School Team 

Sandy Matsen 
Melanie Hodges 
Alexandra Kunish 

Lunch Bunch — January 8 

Join the Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, January 8 at 12 p.m. at Kirsten’s Italian Grill.  Look for the sign up 

sheet in the narthex! 

Endowment Fund News 

The Endowment Committee would like to thank everyone who gave to the Endowment Fund 
over the three Endowment Sundays and throughout the year.  Approximately $8,700 was given 
in contributions for 2019. 

There is $22,776 from the Endowment Fund earnings available for ministry opportunities in 2020.  
The Endowment Fund in 2019 supported: 

• New countertops and cabinets for Faith Kitchen 

• Parents of Autistic Children 

• Lutheran World Relief for Cyclone Idai 

• Wittenberg Scholarship in Pastor and Bonnie Summer’s name 

• NJ Synod Compensation Aid Fund 

• Coast to Coast for Cancer 
 
The source of these grants has been established in the Bylaws as 3% of the previous 3 years average. 

The Endowment Fund only grows with contributions from members and friends of Zion. Supporting the fund will provide sig-
nificant monetary grants for many new mission-oriented programs, forever. 

Please contact any member of the Endowment Committee (Geof Close, Ted Jermansen and Rick Schroeder) if you have any 
questions.  Thank you. 
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Social Ministry News  

Giving Tree: 

Thank you to everyone who gave gifts for the Giving Tree. Because of your generosity,      
we were able to provide over 60 Christmas gifts to children at Family Promise - Hunterdon 
County's only homeless shelter for children and their families.  Thank you to Meghan Stanski and Robbin Lamo who took care 
of collecting and distributing the gifts to Family Promise. 
 
Alternative Giving: 

Thank you to all who purchased an Alternative Giving gift this year. We currently have collected over $1,200 for the various 
charities. The final count will be in the next newsletter. 
 
Coffee Drive: 

Starting in January and running though February, Zion will have our annual coffee drive for Faith Kitchen in Dover.  Faith   
Kitchen serves over 40,000 meals every year.  Each of those meals is served with many cups of coffee.  Especially with winter 
coming, Faith Kitchen opens its doors earlier so that guests can come in out of the cold and have a hot cup of coffee.  Our goal 
is always to donate 100 pounds of coffee; last year we exceeded that goal.  Let’s try to collect 150 pounds this year! 

Women of Zion Update 

WOZ is on winter vacation!  We’ll be up and running again in March, so stay tuned. 

Advent Parish Night 

All who came out for Advent Parish Night enjoyed making an Advent Wreath out of a cherry log cut by Eric Evers.  We played 

family games, enjoyed Advent Jeopardy, and sang Christmas carols. Our potluck dinner was wonderful and it was enjoyable to 

celebrate the season with our church family.  Thanks to all who came out, and especially those who set up for the evening. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY - YTD 2019   

GENERAL FUND INCOME EXPENSE DIFFERENCE 

January $27,063.06 $29,994.43 -$2,931.37 

February $34,233.38 $42,357.18 -$8,123.80 

March $40,364.21 $35,184.44 $5,179.77 

April $44,952.46 $33,428.43 $11,524.03 

May $30,314.40 $30,000.26 $314.14 

June $43,289.93 $34,893.58 $8,396.35 

July $23,303.46 $19,240.39 $4,063.07 

August $19,656.62 $33,002.25 -$13,345.63 

September $35,398.49 $51,483.71 -$16,085.22 

October $21,755.52 $36,753.98 -$14,998.46 

November $35,927.85 $29,296.23 $6,631.62 

December     $0.00 

Year to Date Total $356,259.38 $375,634.88 -$19,375.50 
    

CEB MORTGAGE BALANCE   

Current Principal Balance 0.00 Paid 20,781.73  7/10/19 
    

TD BANK FUNDS BALANCE   

Checking Account $114,656.91 12/3/2019 Bank Statement 

Money Market Plus $102,170.45 11/30/2019 Bank Statement 

Cash on Hand $216,827.36   

Directed Funds $135,496.46 11/30/2019  

Operating Funds $81,330.90 11/30/2019  

Cash on Hand $216,827.36   
    

ENDOWMENT FUNDS BALANCE   

CFNJ $460,199.30 (9/30/19)  

THRIVENT $320,037.69 (9/30/19)  

TOTAL $780,236.99   
    

ENDOWMENT MISSION OUTREACH     

2018 Carry Over -$195.25   

2019 Available Funds $21,667.00 Received April 2019 

Available Funds for 2019 $21,471.75   

Countertops/cabinets for Faith Kitchen -$3,000.00 Council approved 2/17/19: PAID 

Parents of Autistic Children -$1,000.00 Approved and Paid 3/29/19 

LWR Response Cyclone Idai -$1,000.00 Approved and Paid 5/31 

Wittenberg Scholarship -$3,305.00 Approved and Paid 6/30 

Synod Compensation Aid Fund -$1,500.00 Approved and Paid 7/31 

Coast to Coast for Cancer -$1,000.00 Approved and Paid 8/21 

Flemington Area Food Pantry -$1,000.00 Approved and Paid 12/3 

Open Cupboard Food Pantry -$1,000.00 Approved and Paid 12/3 

Heart for Africa -$2,000.00 Approved and Paid 12/3 

Good News Home for Women -$5,000.00 Approved and Paid 12/3 

2019 Endowment Funds Remaining $1,666.75     
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Stewardship Review — God’s Work, Our Response 

2020 Spending Plan 
The preliminary budget we reviewed at the Special Meeting of the Congregation on December 8th 
contained items like Salaries, Utilities, Mission Support, Leases, Insurance, etc.  But what does that 
mean to our call as God’s people at Zion in 2020?  One way to answer that is to ask how our staff 
makes use of their time and to look at how we use our facilities.  These questions have been an-
swered about the five core areas of ministry of Mission Support, Worship, Education, Connections 
and Outreach. 

When the costs shown in the preliminary 2020 budget have this information applied to these ministry areas, we get a more 
meaningful look (see below) at how our financial support does indeed allow us to do God’s work at Zion inside and outside our 
walls.  These are areas we should be very willing to support. 
 

 

Pledging 
About one-third of the 2020 income projection had to be estimated.  Why?  Because 60% of Zion’s member families have not 
submitted their pledge card for 2020.  Are you one of those families?  We would like to hear that you indeed support Zion’s 
ministries.  It is not too late to let us hear from you.  There is still time to provide your pledge for 2020 and to Get Onboard the 
Spirit of Giving. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
Offering envelopes for 2020 were ordered three months ago.  They were originally scheduled to be shipped on November 22.  
However they have not shipped yet and we have not been able to get a firm answer on when they will be shipped or when we 
will receive them.  We are continuing to track the status of our order and we are sorry for the delay. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

The Stewardship Committee 

MISSION 
SUPPORT, 
$73,600 

WORSHIP, 
$134,900 

EDUCATION, 
$105,600 

CONNECTIONS, 
$84,500 

OUTREACH, 
$35,500 

2020 Program View ($434,100)

Synod/ELCA
HCMAP
Faith Kitchen/Food
Family Promise
Food Pantry
Good News Home

8:30 & 11:00 Services
Sec Sun Single Svc
Vespers
Choirs
Bells 

Sunday School
Confirmation
Adult Forum
YOZ

Women of Zion
Family Promise
Visitations
Lunch Bunch

Feed My Starving Children
Good News Home
God's Work, Our Hands
Alt Gifts
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This past month, we have been praying for the following members: 

+ Marilyn Forster, who is recovering from a fall. 

+ Mark Heeman, who is recovering from quadricep surgery. 

+ Linda Herder, who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

+ Lysod Kunkel, who underwent cardiac testing and is recovering at home. 

+ Karla May, on the loss of her father, William Rosenow. 

+ Bonnie Summer, who is undergoing rehabilitation at Moravian Village. 

+ Ted Talis, who is undergoing rehabilitation at Kessler Institute in West Orange. 

 

Members have requested prayers for the following family and friends: 

+ Tom, close friend of Rick and Carolyn Schroeder, who is recovering from prostate cancer surgery. 

+ Kaden, 20-year-old nephew of John & Kathy Rustwick, who has a brain tumor and will be undergoing testing. 

+ Ginanne, friend of Eleanor & Bill Kover, who is undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatments for ovarian cancer. 

+ Nathaniel Gilmartin, grandson of Steve & Margaret Griggs, who is thriving at home but still has health issues that will be of con-
cern for a long time. Continued prayers are requested for eventual successful resolution of these ongoing challenges.  

+ Rita Gorky, mother of Paul Gorky, who suffered a massive stroke and is undergoing rehabilitation at Kessler Institute. 

 

Members, friends, and relatives serving in the military:   

Heidi Kunkel, Hunter MacKenzie, David Maravel, Cody McAleer, Gilbert Mercedes, Patty Oelschlager, Kurt Rossi, Elizabeth 

Snyder, Daniel Wort, Joshua Wort. 

 

 

Please give the church office updates on people you have placed on this list so prayers may be properly directed. 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1/01 Meredith Goodwin 

1/03 Bob Rodrick 

1/05 Carolyn Roberti 

1/07 Todd Rothermel 

1/09 Will Melick 

1/10 Anne-Marie Weidanz 

1/13 Scott Hodges 

1/13 Linda Smith 

1/15 Christine Clark 

1/15 Norma Melick 

1/15 Samantha Wallace 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

1/6/1979  David & Leah Wintemute 

1/15/1977  Geof & Debbie Close 

1/15/1994 David & Judy Formalarie 

1/29/1955 Al & Marilyn Forster 

1/17 Laura Bredeson 

1/17 Sue Schermerhorn 

1/19 Dillon Berenty 

1/19 Robert Hanak 

1/19 Mark Scarloss 

1/23 Mark Diener 

1/28 Erin Brogan 

1/28 Kaylie Brogan 

1/28 Brooke Schumann 

1/29 Arlene Martin 

1/30 Barbara Polhemus 

1/30 Kelli Wallace 
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P. O. Box 41 

Oldwick, NJ  08858 

Phone: 908-439-2040 

parishadministrator@zionoldwick.com 

www.zionoldwick.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Zion’s annual Coffee Drive for Faith Kitchen 

Starting in January and running though February, Zion will have our annual 

coffee drive for Faith Kitchen in Dover.  Faith Kitchen serves over 40,000 

meals every year.  Each of those meals is served with many cups of coffee.  

Especially with winter coming, Faith Kitchen opens its doors earlier so that 

guests can come in out of the cold and have a hot cup of coffee.  Our goal is 

always to donate 100 pounds of coffee; last year we exceeded that goal.  

Let’s try to collect 150 pounds this year! 


