
 

September 20, 2020 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays 

his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh 

for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of 

God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own 

abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE TIME AND 

LOCATION CHANGES – Services of 

Holy Communion are being held weekly 

at 9:00 a.m. at the CEB. Please see the 

box on the right for more details.  

Remember to wear a mask and practice 

social distancing. 

 

Please continue to support the ministries 

of Zion with your offerings and prayers.  

Financial contributions can be mailed to 

the Parish Office at P.O. Box 41, Oldwick, 

NJ 08858. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Holy Communion services (15-minutes) are 

continuing at 9:00 a.m. and have moved to the CEB.  

On the first and third Sundays of the month, Holy 

Communion (15-minutes) is offered at 10:30 a.m. at 

the church.  On the second and fourth Sundays, we 

are offering an outdoor worship service (no 

communion), behind the CEB.  For those wishing to 

remain in their vehicle, the outdoor service is also 

being broadcast on 92.1 FM. 

 

Sunday School is back!  Children and parents 

are invited to join us each week for the Sunday 

School Opening at 9:30 a.m. at the CEB 

(outdoors).  Please bring your own chair 

(“BYOC”) and plan to stay until 10:00 a.m.  

Parents are welcome.  Please remember to 

bring your mask! 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 

the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this 

what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 

gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And 

now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for 

you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He 

sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 

discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 

attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 

head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”  

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 

die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; 

it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 

also many animals?” 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not 

know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 

better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 

continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ 

Jesus when I come to you again. 

  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and 

hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of 

the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 

salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 

suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon 

and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 

said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers 

and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, 

each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 

of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, 

‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 

usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be 

first, and the first will be last.” 

  



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 

+ Donna Gorky, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

+ Linda Herder, who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

+ Betty Lanka, who is recovering from a blood infection. 

+ Robbin Lamo, who is recovering from shoulder replacement surgery. 

+ Bonnie Summer, who is undergoing rehabilitation and recovering at home. 

+ Ted Talis, who is recovering at home. 

+ Paul Zerfas, who received a stem cell transplant to combat his multiple myeloma. 
 

Friends and Family 

+ Pat Ciccatelli, friend of Millie Melblom, who is in the hospital with cancer. 

+ Bill Gibbs, relative of the Formalarie family, who has ALS.  

+ Rita Gorky, mother of Paul Gorky, who is recovering at home from a stroke and remains unable to communicate. 

+ Jay, friend of Sandy & John Matsen, who is undergoing treatment for esophageal cancer. 

+ Jeff, brother-in-law of Robbin Lamo, who has been diagnosed with esophageal cancer.  

+ Daniel Kentopp, brother of Linda Smith, who is struggling with a number of health issues.  

+ Dixie Kentopp, mother of Linda Smith, who is recovering at home.  

+ Sally Kohl, mother of Stacey Rothermel, who is in long-term care and struggling with Parkinson’s disease. 

+ Greg Minerowicz, son of John and Wendy, who is making progress in his recovery from an acute stroke. 

+ Noreen, friend of Debra Kaufman, who is starting chemotherapy. 

+ Martin Simon, friend of the Kunkel and Wintemute families, who suffered a stroke and is recovering at home with ongoing issues. 

+ Nicole Smith, friend of Colleen Bryson, who is undergoing her third brain surgery this month. 

+ Ted Weisenbach, nephew of Sue Schermerhorn, who suffered a stroke and is recovering at home. 

+ Mary Ann Wilmoth, relative of Judy Formalarie, who has been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 

 

Those in the Armed Services 

Lindsay Carrick, Daemon Durham, Christopher Grinnell, Robert Heinke, Erik Lindquist, Hunter MacKenzie, David 

Maravel, Cody McAleer, Gilbert Mercedes, Patty Oelschlager, Kurt Rossi, Elizabeth Snyder, Daniel Wort, Joshua Wort 

 

 

Suggested prayer for those with health concerns: 

Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and peace. 

Grant to our sisters and brothers an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you. In their pain, weariness, 

and anxiety, surround them with your care, protect them by your loving might, and grant to them once again the gifts of 

health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Suggested prayer for military members: 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces, and all who 

serve this country at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 

and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that surround them; and grant them a sense of your abiding 

presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 


