July 26, 2020 — Eighth Sunday in Pentecost

Sign up for the Socially-Distanced Anniversary Party, being
held outdoors at the CEB on August 2! Visit
signupgenius.com and click the magnifying glass at the top of
the page to “search by creator’s email” and find the sign-up

(parishadministrator@zionoldwick.com). See you there!

Tune in daily (except Sunday)

for Pastor May’s broadcasts on
Facebook! These sessions can

/ ' be viewed any time and are
; E \\ found on both our Facebook

. o and YouTube pages.
The Social Ministry
committee continues NEW CARPET!
to collect donations of Stop by and check out
non-perishables for the Please continue to support the the beautiful carpet in
Flemington Food ministries of Zion with your offerings the sanctuary.
Pantry. Donations can and prayers. Financial contributions
be left in the CEB can be mailed to the Parish Office at You'll love it!
entryway. P.O. Box 41, Oldwick, NJ 08858.

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that
reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that
gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God'’s grace finds us first!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice

and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.




SCRIPTURE READINGS

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” ¢And
Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. “And now, O LORD my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

0]t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ''"God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what
is right, 2 now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been

before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39
2%6The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
sighs too deep for words. ¥ And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

2We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 3*And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? *2He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 3¥Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3¥Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. ®Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 3As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

¥No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 3¥For I am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

3He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

#“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.

4 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “on finding one pearl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; “when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. ¥So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51”Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
is old.”



PRAYER CONCERNS

Please continue to pray for all who are working essential jobs during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially those who are in direct
contact with infected patients.

Members

+ Linda Herder, who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer.

+ Betty Lanka, who is recovering from a blood infection.

+ Bonnie Summer, who is undergoing OT and PT while recovering from kidney stone surgery.
+ Ted Talis, who is recovering at home.

+ Anita Zarate, who is recovering from back surgery.

+ Paul Zerfas, who received a stem cell transplant to combat his multiple myeloma.

Friends and Family

+ Carl Evans, friend of Arlene Martin, who has been diagnosed with liver cancer which has spread to a tumor on his peluvis.
+ Bill Gibbs, relative of the Formalarie family, who has ALS.

+ Rita Gorky, mother of Paul Gorky, who is recovering at home from a stroke and remains unable to communicate.

+Jay, friend of Sandy & John Matsen, who is undergoing treatment for esophageal cancer.

+ Jeff, friend of Bill & Eleanor Kover, who is in critical condition following a car accident.

+ Jeff, brother-in-law of Robbin Lamo, who has been diagnosed with esophageal cancer.

+ Nancy Kastrup, friend of John & Kathy Rustwick, who is recovering from a second surgery to remove a brain tumor.

+ Sally Kohl, mother of Stacey Rothermel, who is awaiting test results.

+ Martin Simon, friend of the Kunkel and Wintemute families, who suffered a stroke and is recovering at home with ongoing issues.
+ Mary Ann Wilmoth, relative of Judy Formalarie, who has been diagnosed with Lymphoma.

Those in the Armed Services

Lindsay Carrick, Daemon Durham, Christopher Grinnell, Robert Heinke, Heidi Kunkel, Erik Lindquist, Hunter
MacKenzie, David Maravel, Cody McAleer, Gilbert Mercedes, Patty Oelschlager, Kurt Rossi, Elizabeth Snyder, Daniel
Wort, Joshua Wort

Suggested prayer for those with health concerns:

Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and peace.
Grant to our sisters and brothers an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you. In their pain, weariness,
and anxiety, surround them with your care, protect them by your loving might, and grant to them once again the gifts of
health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Suggested prayer for military members:

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces, and all who
serve this country at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials
and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that surround them; and grant them a sense of your abiding
presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



